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special nuclear material, but does not 
include source material; or (2) any ma-
terial artificially enriched by any of 
the foregoing, but does not include 
source material. 

Station blackout means the complete 
loss of alternating current (ac) electric 
power to the essential and nonessential 
switchgear buses in a nuclear power 
plant (i.e., loss of offsite electric power 
system concurrent with turbine trip 
and unavailability of the onsite emer-
gency ac power system). Station black-
out does not include the loss of avail-
able ac power to buses fed by station 
batteries through inverters or by alter-
nate ac sources as defined in this sec-
tion, nor does it assume a concurrent 
single failure or design basis accident. 
At single unit sites, any emergency ac 
power source(s) in excess of the number 
required to meet minimum redundancy 
requirements (i.e., single failure) for 
safe shutdown (non-DBA) is assumed to 
be available and may be designated as 
an alternate power source(s) provided 
the applicable requirements are met. 
At multi-unit sites, where the com-
bination of emergency ac power 
sources exceeds the minimum redun-
dancy requirements for safe shutdown 
(non-DBA) of all units, the remaining 
emergency ac power sources may be 
used as alternate ac power sources pro-
vided they meet the applicable require-
ments. If these criteria are not met, 
station blackout must be assumed on 
all the units. 

Substantial safety hazard means, for 
the purposes of § 50.55(e) of this chap-
ter, a loss of safety function to the ex-
tent that there is a major reduction in 
the degree of protection provided to 
public health and safety for any facil-
ity or activity authorized by the con-
struction permit issued under this 
part. 

Testing facility means a nuclear reac-
tor which is of a type described in 
§ 50.21(c) of this part and for which an 
application has been filed for a license 
authorizing operation at: 

(1) A thermal power level in excess of 
10 megawatts; or 

(2) A thermal power level in excess of 
1 megawatt, if the reactor is to con-
tain: 

(i) A circulating loop through the 
core in which the applicant proposes to 
conduct fuel experiments; or 

(ii) A liquid fuel loading; or 
(iii) An experimental facility in the 

core in excess of 16 square inches in 
cross-section. 

Total effective dose equivalent (TEDE) 
means the sum of the deep-dose equiva-
lent (for external exposures) and the 
committed effective dose equivalent 
(for internal exposures). 

Unique purpose means a project, pro-
gram, or commercial activity which 
cannot reasonably be accomplished 
without the use of HEU fuel, and may 
include: (1) A specific experiment, pro-
gram, or commercial activity (typi-
cally long-term) that significantly 
serves the U.S. national interest and 
cannot be accomplished without the 
use of HEU fuel; (2) Reactor physics or 
reactor development based explicitly 
on the use of HEU fuel; (3) Research 
projects based on neutron flux levels or 
spectra attainable only with HEU fuel; 
or (4) A reactor core of special design 
that could not perform its intended 
function without using HEU fuel. 

United States, when used in a geo-
graphical sense, includes Puerto Rico 
and all territories and possessions of 
the United States. 

Utilization facility means any nuclear 
reactor other than one designed or used 
primarily for the formation of pluto-
nium or U–233. 

NOTE: Pursuant to subsections 11v. and 
11cc., respectively, of the Act, the Commis-
sion may from time to time add to, or other-
wise alter, the foregoing definitions of pro-
duction and utilization facility. It may also 
include as a facility an important compo-
nent part especially designed for a facility, 
but has not at this time included any compo-
nent parts in the definitions. 

[21 FR 355, Jan. 19, 1956] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 50.2, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

§ 50.3 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by any officer or em-
ployee of the Commission other than a 
written interpretation by the General 
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Counsel will be recognized to be bind-
ing upon the Commission. 

§ 50.4 Written communications. 
(a) General requirements. All cor-

respondence, reports, applications, and 
other written communications from 
the applicant or licensee to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission concerning the 
regulations in this part or individual 
license conditions must be sent either 
by mail addressed: ATTN: Document 
Control Desk, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001; by hand delivery to the NRC’s of-
fices at 11555 Rockville Pike, Rock-
ville, Maryland, between the hours of 
8:15 a.m. and 4 p.m. eastern time; or, 
where practicable, by electronic sub-
mission, for example, via Electronic In-
formation Exchange, e-mail, or CD- 
ROM. Electronic submissions must be 
made in a manner that enables the 
NRC to receive, read, authenticate, dis-
tribute, and archive the submission, 
and process and retrieve it a single 
page at a time. Detailed guidance on 
making electronic submissions can be 
obtained by visiting the NRC’s Web 
site at http://www.nrc.gov/site-help/ 
eie.html, by calling (301) 415–6030, by e- 
mail at EIE@nrc.gov, or by writing the 
Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, DC 20555–0001. The guid-
ance discusses, among other topics, the 
formats the NRC can accept, the use of 
electronic signatures, and the treat-
ment of nonpublic information. If the 
communication is on paper, the signed 
original must be sent. If a submission 
due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, 
or Federal holiday, the next Federal 
working day becomes the official due 
date. 

(b) Distribution requirements. Copies of 
all correspondence, reports, and other 
written communications concerning 
the regulations in this part or indi-
vidual license conditions must be sub-
mitted to the persons listed below (ad-
dresses for the NRC Regional Offices 
are listed in appendix D to part 20 of 
this chapter). 

(1) Applications for amendment of per-
mits and licenses; reports; and other com-
munications. All written communica-
tions (including responses to: generic 
letters, bulletins, information notices, 

regulatory information summaries, in-
spection reports, and miscellaneous re-
quests for additional information) that 
are required of holders of operating li-
censes or construction permits issued 
pursuant to this part, must be sub-
mitted as follows, except as otherwise 
specified in paragraphs (b)(2) through 
(b)(7) of this section: to the NRC’s Doc-
ument Control Desk (if on paper, the 
signed original), with a copy to the ap-
propriate Regional Office, and a copy 
to the appropriate NRC Resident In-
spector, if one has been assigned to the 
site of the facility. 

(2) Applications for permits and li-
censes, and amendments to applications. 
Applications for construction permits, 
applications for operating licenses and 
amendments to either type of applica-
tion must be submitted as follows, ex-
cept as otherwise specified in para-
graphs (b)(3) through (b)(7) in this sec-
tion. 

(i) Applications for licenses for facili-
ties described in § 50.21 (a) and (c) and 
amendments to these applications 
must be sent to the NRC’s Document 
Control Desk, with a copy to the appro-
priate Regional Office. If the applica-
tion or amendment is on paper, the 
submission to the Document Control 
Desk must be the signed original. 

(ii) Applications for permits and li-
censes for facilities described in 
§ 50.21(b) or § 50.22, and amendments to 
these applications must be sent to the 
NRC’s Document Control Desk, with a 
copy to the appropriate Regional Of-
fice, and a copy to the appropriate NRC 
Resident Inspector, if one has been as-
signed to the site of the facility. If the 
application or amendment is on paper, 
the submission to the Document Con-
trol Desk must be the signed original. 

(3) Acceptance review application. 
Written communications required for 
an application for determination of 
suitability for docketing under 
§ 50.30(a)(6) must be submitted to the 
NRC’s Document Control Desk, with a 
copy to the appropriate Regional Of-
fice. If the communication is on paper, 
the submission to the Document Con-
trol Desk must be the signed original. 

(4) Security plan and related submis-
sions. Written communications, as de-
fined in paragraphs (b)(4)(i) through 
(iv) of this section, must be submitted 
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